The Jesuits were founded in 1540 by St Ignatius of
Loyola and ten companions, including SS Francis
Xavier and Peter Faber. The companions sought the
greater glory of God by serving people wherever the
need was greatest. To enable this, a fully-professed
Jesuit takes a vow of special obedience to the pope
with regard to mission.
Australian Jesuits work in parishes and migrant
chaplaincies; as academics and chaplains at
universities; as spiritual directors; in schools; in
direct service to and advocacy for the poor and
vulnerable; in overseas mission, especially with
refugees; and wherever else a need is great,
especially at the peripheries of society. Priests and
brothers live and work side by side. Vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience provide prophetic
witness to the joy of leaving all to follow Christ, and
foster an orientation towards service of those in
need. Community life is a fundamental part of our
calling to follow Jesus as Jesuits, and a source of
support in the challenges of vowed life.

Suscipe:
Take, Lord, and receive
all my liberty, my memory,
my intellect, and all my will;
all that I have or possess.
You gave it to me:
to you, Lord, I return it!
All is yours;
dispose of it according to your will.
Give me your love and grace,
for this is enough for me.

Jesuits in
Australia

For more information about the Jesuits,
our spirituality and our ministry:

Jesuit formation is well known for its spiritual and
intellectual breadth and depth, and includes an
extensive amount of hands-on pastoral experience
in a wide variety of ministries.
Do you have a strong love for Jesus, for the
Church and for the people around you? Do you
desire to deepen that love, to learn more about
your faith, and to put it into practice through
service? You might be called to be a Jesuit.

facebook.com/JesuitVocationsAustralia
vocations@sjasl.org.au
Or talk to any Jesuit you meet!

Serving under the
banner of the cross

Read about some of the Jesuit scholastics and priests of the Australian province—can you imagine yourself here?
Isaac Demase SJ grew up and
went to school in Shepparton.
He undertook a BA and DipEd
at ACU in Melbourne, living at
St Mary’s and Newman
Colleges. Isaac then taught for
four years at FCJ College in
Benalla where he was also
involved in local sport and
parish life. Reading about
Ignatian spirituality, Jesuit education and Pedro
Arrupe, he felt a call to enter the Jesuits. Isaac works
in spirituality ministry with Jesuit and Ignatian
Spirituality Australia and serves as a Companion of
Jesuit Mission.
Julian Butler SJ grew up in Melbourne and went
to Xavier College, a Jesuit school. He studied
Commerce and Law at the University of Melbourne
before working at a law firm special- ising in child
protection, while also volunteering at a Vinnies
Soup Van. He came to know the Jesuits more
through young adult ministry
before and after World Youth
Day 2008. He discerned that he
could be most fully alive and
so best respond to God’s love
as a Jesuit. Julian loves being a
Jesuit and works as a chaplain
at Xavier College and
contributor
at
Jesuit
Communications.

Matthew Pinson SJ grew up
in
Cowra,
NSW.
He
completed a PhD in physics at
MIT, intending to pursue a
university
career.
An
experience
of
strong
awareness of God’s love
while praying, during the
final year of his PhD, led him
to desire to serve his
neighbours more actively, a desire that ultimately
led him to the Jesuits. Matthew now serves in
Wadeye, a small community in the Northern
Territory, where he is learning more about
Aboriginal culture and spirituality.
Ramesh Richards SJ, growing up in Malaysia,
noticed that although all people are created equal,
they are not treated equally. Seeing the Jesuits
around him challenging this status quo, he found
himself desiring to follow like them in the footsteps
of Jesus. Today he works with young adults,
encouraging them to be agents of justice and peace
through their encounter with
God in the other and through
the sacraments. Fr Ramesh
sees hope in the life of Jesus
and in young people who feel
a call to service, and who
desire to develop their gifts for
this service, as well as to
pursue deeper relationships.

Nico Lariosa SJ was born in
Legazpi City, Albay in the
Philippines. After gaining a
BA at Mater Salutis College
Seminary, he joined his family
in
Brisbane
where
he
completed a Masters in
philosophy at The University
of Queensland. In 2007, Nico
entered the Jesuits and, after
noviceship, studied theology at the University of
Divinity in Melbourne and then at Boston College.
Fr Nico now serves as a religion teacher at St
Aloysius College and chaplain at Redfern Jarjum
College.
Kieran Gill SJ grew up in a Catholic family and
discovered the Lord’s call to enter the Jesuits after
he met Jesuits while studying for a law degree at
university. After his noviceship in Sydney he
studied philosophy at Jesuit Theological College in
Melbourne. Kieran served at Newman College
while studying secondary education. He completed
regency at St Ignatius’ College
Adelaide,
followed
by
theology studies in Boston.
After being ordained a priest in
2019, Fr Kieran returned to
work at St Ignatius. He now
serves as pastor of Sevenhill
and
Riverton/
Manoora
parishes.

